Gouernmtent of the Bistrirt of Cohunbia
ZONING COMMISSION

STATEMENT OF REASCNS
ORDER NO. 251
ZONING COMMISSION CASE NO. 78-1

AMENDMENTS TO THE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Background of Zoning Revision

In successive stages since the beginning of the 1970's the
Zoning Commission has been embarked on a comprehensive program
to revise the Zoning Regulations of the District of Columbia.
The Regulations which are presently in effect were adopted
initially in 1958, and have been amended many times over the
years.

In the late 1960's, the Federal Department of Housing and
Urban Development asked the District of Columbia to initiate a
program for revision of the Zoning Regulations as a prereqguisite
to the approval of more federal grant funds for the District.
The Zoning Commission hired a consultant to prepare a program for
revision of the Regulations, and began that process. Working in
conjunction with District offices and departments, the Zoning
Commission began to identify and review major problems areas of

the Regulations. In 1970, the Commission adopted major changes
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to the R-5-A and other similar residential districts, to assure
that new developments in that district could be adeguately served
by available public services and that the quality of such develop-
ment would provide proper living environments for the future
residents.

In 1974, the Commission again acted to make major changes
in the Regulations. After several years of staff work, and many
hours of public hearings, the Commission adopted two new zone
districts, the Waterfront and Mixed Use Districts, and the
Sectional Development Plan process. 2All these changes were made
to fill gaps in the Requlations caused by changing conditions in
the District of Columbia gince the original adoption of the Regu-
lations in 1958.

Current Revision Proposals

In 1977, the Commission returned to the matter of Zoning
Revision to deal with those problems which had been identified in
zoning cases and planning studies as requiring attention. The
Municipal Planning Office (renamed the Office of Planning and
Development by Mayor's Order No. 79-9), which serves as the
technical staff to the Zoning Commission and is also the agency
designated by the Mayor in accordance with the Home Rule Act to
do local comprehensive planning for the District, identified
deficiencies in the Regulations as a result of local area planning
studies which the office had undertaken. As set forth in a

report to the Zoning Commission dated November 10, 1977, and pre-
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sented to the Commissgion in a meeting held on November 10 and 11,
1977, the MPO reported the following:

Takoma: The Municipal Planning Office has been asked
to submit the Takoma Plan to the Zoning Commission
and secure its adoption. That plan is a product of
a community review process MPO facilitated.

Essentially, the zoning elements of the plan call

for the adoption by the Zoning Commission of a series
of "special"” commercial zones with somewhat lower
densities and height allowances than in existing

mapped zones. That would be a text case. These new
zones would be applied to the Takoma map in accordance
with the plan as a map case. A bonus system with site
plan review, including a provision for additional den-
sity close to the Metro stop, would be part of the text
case. The plan itself is now receiving agency review.

Tenley Circle. A joint citizen-business - institution
community action group is completing the Sectional
Development Plan for Tenley Circle. The recommendations
are similar, but not identical to those outlined for
Takoma as far as zoning and mapping are concerned. We
have received an economic study that appears to support
the zoning approach. A companion traffic study report
is being drafted. At that point, a final draft sec-
tional development plan will be prepared for submission
to the Commission. To carry out the plan as now pro-
jected, both text and map cases will be required.

Dupont Circle. Staff work is in progress in accordance
with Zoning Commission instructions. We will provide a
report on that work before the end of the year in accor-
dance with our commitment to the Commission. Meanwhile,
I would note the community has made certain zoning text
revision recommendations to meet Dupont needs

(Case #76-23) that are similar in approach but not
identical to the Takoma and Tenley proposals. Dupont
also calls for adoption cof a new two-level 8P zone. The
Dupont Map Case (76~24) calls for application of the
proposed new zones to an extensive area in the vicinity
of Dupont Circle.
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Adams-Morgan. At the request of the Zoning Commission,
we are engaged in the community assessment of an

initial eight applications for map amendments filed by
property owners earlier this year. (Cases No. 77-5,6,7,
8,9, 77-10,11, and 13}). Additional cases have since
been filed. Both text and map amendments would be
required by a number of the applications, although only
map cases were filed., Three community forums have been
held respectively on October 12, 16 and 27 at which
planning and zoning issues were discussed by specific
study areas. A briefing paper on zoning in Spanish and
English, a report on the results of field surveys in the
area and a listing of community concerns and alternatives.
have been prepared and circulated. At Adams-Morgan,
there are issues about the application of existing com-
mercial zones and localized map problems related to the
industrial zones. There is also a need to evaluate the
applicability of the CR zone text to permit its use
outside of sectional development plan areas.

Ward 7 and 8 Cases. We see the same intense interest in
zoning issues in the East Washington Railway case in
Ward 7 (Case No. 77-33), and in Ward 8 in the Wilburn
(Cages No. 77-18,19 and 20) and the Wheeler Road (Case
No. 77-1) cases. The Rallway case 1s unigque. Interest
in the Ward cases have focussed on the lack of a site
plan review process to deal with their concerns about the
kind and level of development that should occur. It
should be noted that there is strong support in many
areas for a site plan review process that responds
promptly and enables the Commission to address community
concerns. We see such a process coupled with a bonus
system as an additional zoning tcol to meet community
and City objectives. To achieve a bonus system, matter-
of-right zoning may need to be reduced in some cases.
Text changes would be reguired.

As is evident, the common thread running through these areas,
and applicable to other areas as well, is the need to make changes
in the text of the Zoning Regulations. These changes would focus
on the city-wide implications of amending the text as a primary
consideration, and leave resolution of the Zoning Map issues pre-

sented to a later time.
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In its presentation, the Municipal Planning Office recom-
mended that the Zoning Commission establish an extraordinary
hearing proceeding to consider the major text revisions which
arose from the various planning studies. The MPO identified the
following issues to be considered:

*Revision of FAR and height allowances in the affected
commercial zones to create in some zones a three level
structure, (a) a lower than at present matter-of-right
level, (b) a bonus level up to present matter-of-rights
and densities to achieve City's historic preservation,
urban design and other objectives and, (¢) a special
bonus level in the immediate vicinity of certain Metro
stops. There would need be a provision to assure that
existing structures not become non-conforming,

*Establishment of a simplified Article 75 site plan
review process to deal with bonus and Metro station
issues. 1In effect, it would provide that the Zoning
Commission establish standards to review site plans.
It is our thought that such reviews would occur before
the BZA.

*Encouragement of mixed uses in commercial areas by
elimination of the present residential penalty in com-
mercial zones. This is dealt with in the PADC case.

*Requirement for BZA review of commercial office buildings
over a minimum level in industrial zones. This would
serve to encourage the elimination of inappropriate
industrial zones in some areas.

*Establishment of additional SP and CR zones at lower
height and density levels to allow for the more flexible
application of these zone districts and to solve some
problems identified in some of the map cases.

At the same time as the MPO was identifying the problem areas
discussed above, the residents of the Dupont Cirle area were peti-

tioning the Zoning Commission to make changes in the Zoning Regu-

lations and Maps as they applied to that area of the city. The
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Dupont Coalition, which includes Advisory Neighborhood Commission
2B, the Dupont Circle Citizens Association, the North Dupont
Community Association and other citizen groups in the area, had
prepared a plan for the area and in 1976 filed petiticns for
specific map and text changes, which were assigned case numbers
76=-24 and 76-23, respectively. The Coalition was actively pres-
suring the Zoning Commission to set hearings on those specific
proposals as well. To determine a specific course of action, the
Commission held a special public meeting on December 15, 1977,

and invited all interested persons and groups to appear before

the Commission and present their views on the proposal suggested
by the Municipal Planning Office. At that meeting, the Commission
heard comments from several members of the City Council, from
representative of the Dupont, Takoma, Adams-Mcorgan and other areas,
from the Board of Trade, the National Capital Planning Association
and other individual citizens. After several hours of discussion,
the Commission determined that it would go forward to schedule
hearings on the general revisgion of all the commercial, special
purpose and mixed use districts, and other related issues. For
purpose of administration, these proposals were separated into two
cases by the staff. Case No. 78-1 was assigned to the revision

of all the commercial districts and the Planned Unit Development
process (Article 75). Case No. 78-2 was assigned to the revision
of the special purpose and mixed use districts, as well as the

general ingquiry into the treatment of hotels. This statement of
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reasons deals only with Case 78-1, and only with that portion

of the case related to the Planned Unit Development process.



Legislative Background

The Self-Government and Governmental Reoganization Act {PL
93-108) modified both the Act relating to the National Capital
Park and Planning Commission (PL 68-202, June 6, 1924, as amended)
and the Zoning Acts (PL 66-153, March 1, 1920, as amended; PL
75-684, June 20, 1938, as amended) to provide for a relationship
between planning and zoning under self-government.

In Section 492 of that Act, which is part of the Home
Rule Charter for the District of Columbia, the Act provided that:

"The Zoning Commission shall exercise all the

power and perform all the duties with respect

to zoning in the District as provided by law".
That Section also stated that:

"Zoning maps and regulations, and amendments

thereto, shall not be inconsistent with the

comprehensive plan for the National Capital”.

The same Section also provided that proposed actions of the
District of Columbia Zoning Commission are to be submitted to the
Naticnal Capital Planning Commission for its review and comment.

Section 203 of the same Act designates the Mayor as the
"Central Planning Agency for the District Government" and estab-
lishes the National Capital Planning Commission as the "Central

Federal Planning Agency".



The Mayor delegated his functions to the D.C. Municipal
Planning Office, and more recently to the Assistant City
Administrator for Planning and Development and the Office of
Planning and Development.

Background of the PUD Process

The concept of a planned unit development process for the
District of Columbia was first proposed by Harold M. Lewis,
consultant to the Zoning Commission, in his study which
preceded the adoption of the present Zoning Regulations in
1958. The Lewis proposal cited as its purposes the following:

The purposes of this Section are to permit greater

flexibility in development than otherwise would be

possible under these regulations and to encourage the

design of well planned, large-scale residential, university,

institutional, or commercial developments, or a combination

thereof, which might offer a variety of housing or building-
types or more attractive and efficient over-all planning

and design, without sacrificing creative and imaginative

planning. Under this Section, designed shopping centers

and large-scale residential developments might be con-

structed in areas which are located in one or more Districts.

The procedure and standards established herein are intended

to permit diversification in the type and location of
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structures and to improve circulation and other site
facilities, which at the same time insuring adequate
standards relating to public health, safety, welfare, and
convenience in the use and occupancy of buildings and other
facilities in planned building-groups.
An application was to have a minimum of fifteen acres, and was
to be processed on a preliminary basis primarily by the
National Capital Planning Commission. The Zoning Commission
was to hold only one hearing, and the applicant was to go
directly from the Commission to the building permit stage.

The planned unit development regulation as adopted in 1958
was changed from the proposal of Harold Lewis. Most significantly,
the minimum area requirement was lowered to ten acres, and the
processing requirements were changed to put more emphasis on the
Zoning Commission review of the application.

The process received a major overhaul in 1969. The Zoning
Commission reduced the minimum area required for a planned unit
development to three acres in most districts, and one acre in the
higher density districts including high density residential
districts (R-5-D) and mixed use districts (SP and CR) further
provided for a waiver of the minimum area requirements in

exceptional cases. At the same time, the process was split

into a three step process, with the Zoning Commission review
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split into preliminary and final stages, and further processing
before the Board of Zoning Adjustment also reguired. The
Regulations adopted in 1969 also introduced the concept of

the bonus for the first time, providing in the Regulations the
explicit possibility of increasing the height and density
permitted in a given district after appropriate PUD review

by the Commission. The Commission also tightened up on the
procedures greatly, adding more detail on enforcement and
administration of PUD's. This process and regulation is
basically still in effect at present.

The Regulations were again amended in 1977, to add a
separate one-step process for PUD approval. This process
applies only to the C-3-B and C-4 Districts, and only to those
projects where no change from the existing zoning us required.

The PUD process has been used many times since it was
adopted in 1958. Projects approved under the PUD process include,
mixed use projects such as the Watergate, Columbia Plaza and
Capital View Plaza, institutional projects including Childrens
Hospital, the WMATA headquarters building, the Polish and
Hungarian Chanceries and the Whitehaven Chancery enclave,
commercial projects including 2101 "L" Street and 1333 New
Hampshire Avenue, residential projects including Edgewood
Terrace, Chatsworth on the Bonnie Brae estate and Foxhall/Embassy

Park/part of the Glover Estate and others.
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There are a number of PUD projects which are either still in

the process or have been approved but upon which construction
has not yet started, including the World Bank, the Italian
Chancery, the French Chancery, the WC and AN Miller Tract on
Massachusetts Avenue, the Blair Road site, the Century Plaza/
Lafayette Center and others. There are also many other sites
for which PUD's have been proposed which have not been approved
by the Commission, including the Neiman-Marcus site in
Friendship Heights, McLean Gardens, and other sites at Wisconsin
Avenue and Calvert Street, 18th Street and Massachusetts

Avenue, Gallatin Street N.E., North Capiteol and "E" Streets, and

others.
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Problems with the Existing Process

In the consideration of these variocus planned unit

development's and in its general review of the Zoning

Regulations, the Zoning Commission has identified a number

of problems associated with the process, as follows:

l'

The amount of time needed to go through the process.
Because of the three step process, it currently
takes a minimum of eighteen to twenty-four months

to go through the process to obtain an approval.
This requires a great deal of front~end money to

be committed by a developer and also can cost a
great deal of money in terms of financing and
carrying costs of property. This has discouraged
developer interest in using the process.

Unnecessary duplication, vagueness and complexity.
The current process contains many areas of dupli-
cation and overlap. Very often, the plans presented
by the applicant at the preliminary stage before

the Zoning Commission are essentially the same as
those presented to the Board for further processing.
In particular, the final Commission review and the
BZA review usually cover the same items, and lead
to more review than is neeessary to evaluate a pro-
jeet. In addition, the Regulations in places are

not clear as to what is required, and also are
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extremely intricate and complex and are difficult

to understand.

The minimum area requirement. There are few

large properties in the District which are vacant

or so undeveloped as to be likely candidates for
PUD's. Furthermore, the District is a fully
developed city, and much of the new development

is likely to be on small vacant sites, redevelop-
ment of existing properties or a combination of

new development with retention of existing buildings.
Many potential applicants were deterred by the
necessity to have a three acre site, which is a
large piece of property in a built-up city.

The lack of definitive standards. One complaint
often heard from both developers and othexr persons
appearing in opposition to applications is the lack
of clear, definitive standards upon which tc judge
applications. This left people without a clear
guide as to what the Zoning Cemmission would measure
a PUD against.

Some lack of flexibility. The PUD process is
designed similar to a floating zone process, to
allow flexibility on a given piece of property in
return for overall public benefits. The Regulations
restricted the flexibility to achieve better solu-

tions to problems in many areas, by limiting the
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uses, and by setting maximum limits on other
features, such as height, floor area and lot

occupancy.

Relationship to other elements of the present Revision Process

The changes to the planned unit development process, as

noted earlier, were part of a larger revision effort dealing

with all of the commercial, special purpose and mixed use

districts, It is important thus to note the relationship

of the PUD amendments to other elements of this revision

process.

A,

In particular:
As part of Case NOs. 78-1 and 78-2, the Commission
lowered the floor area ratio permitted for non-
residential development allowed as a matter-of-right
in several zone districts, including C-2-A, C-3-A

and SP-2. One of the concurrent and balancing actions
was to be the availability of using the PUD process
for many properties so zoned. This was to allow

the floor area ratios to be restored upon appropriate
exanination by the Commission and determination that
benefits to the city would be accrued and adverse
effects be avoided.

As part of Cases No. 78-1 and 78-2, the Commission
proposed to institute a bonus system, which would
have awarded additional density and height in return
for the provision of public amenities by a developer.

The bonus system would have been processed under the
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provisions of the site plan review process, Section
7503, which is a one hearing process before the
Zoning Commission. There alsoc would have been no
minimum area requirement for a property to be filed
before the Commission under the bonus provisions.
The height and floor area ratio componentsof the
bonus system were proposed to be the same as for

the PUD process. In the course of the hearing and
the further proceedings, the Commission determined
not to go forward with a separate bonus section.
Some of the concepts contained therein are appro-
priate for the planned unit development process.

The Commission has discussed the concept of
reversionary zoning on many occassions. These
discussions have primarily been engendered by zoning
map change cases, wherein an applicant has requested
zoning, and then proposed that the actual development
to be constructed would be less, in some cases far
less, than the maximum permitted by the zoning. The
Commission does not have the authority to restrict
the applicant in such a case to the actual develop-~
ment proposed; once the zoning is granted, the
applicant may build on and use the property for any
purpose permitted under that zoning. The PUD process:
offers the only alternative relief to that situation

since under the PUD process, the Commission may impose
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specific development controls upon an applicant
which are enforceable by covenant. The changes
thus proposed and adopted for the PUD process were
designed to allow for expansion of the use of the
process to take into account the demand for more

use of some kind of reversionary process.
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Propeosals for PUD Revisions

The Commission advertised public hearings to be held on
March 30 and April 3, 10, and 17, 1978 to consider the entire
78~1 case. Due to reschedulings and adjournments, the hearings
were actually held on March 30, April 3, 10 and 24 and May 1,
1978, The proposed amendments to the planned unit development
process were primarily discussed on April 24, 1978, although
there were other discussions of the related effects of PUD
throughout the case. These hearings were advertised in the D.C.
Register, the Washington Post and in the washington Star on
February 24, 1978.

The hearings were designed to consider the planned unit
development process in general. The notice for the public
hearing specifically states at the beginning:

The Zoning Commission is holding these public hearings

to consider several alternative proposals to amend the

various Commercial Districts (c-4, C-3-B, C-3-A, C-2-RB,

C~2~-A and C-1) as presently contained in the D.C. Zoning

Regulations. The Commission will also consider pro-

posals to create new commercial districts, as well as

modify the planned unit development process and create

a bouns system applicable to commercial districts.

(Emphasis added).
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The specific tables of height and floor area were proposed
to be modified for the commercial, special purpose and mixed
use district. However, the Commission did propose that all
subjects relevant to the planned unit development process could
come up for discussion.

The specific amendments to the planned unit development
process set forth in the notice included two alternative
proposals submitted by the Municipal Planning Office. The
first alternative proposed the following changes:

1. Add "mixed use projects" to those kinds of projects

specifically encouraged for PUD's.

2. Revise the tables of heights and floor area ratios
to conform the limits contained therein to the pro-
posals contained in the recommended bonus schedule.

3. Allow an additional 0.5 FAR for PUD's located in or
adjacent to sguares containing a Metrorail portal.

4. Revise the filing requirements to require more
detailed information.

5. Delete the second Zoning Commission hearing process,
and allow filing directly with the Board of Zoning
Adjustment after one approval from the Zoning
Commission.

6. Require pre-filing notice by the applicant to the ANC

and other affected persons.



_20_

7. Establish the Municipal Planning Office as coordinator

of the government agency review of PUD's.

The second alternative proposed by the Municipal Planning
Office would provide for a single application, hearing and order
process before the Board of Zoning Adjustment in the case of
PUD's which do not require a change in the zoning map. Under
this alternative, for cases requiring a map change, an applica-
tion to the Zoning Commission would be made for the proposed
map change, prior to the filing of a PUD application with the
BZA. Also under this alternative, the Zoning Commission
would promulgate gquidelines and policies for planned unit develop-
ments for use by the Board of Zoning Adjustment.

The Commission heard extensive testimony at the hearings
and also received additional information in the record concerning
the planned unit development process. The Commission also
held several open public work sessions at which it throughtly
explored all of the elements of the planned unit development
process, and openly discussed the issues raised at the hearing
and in the record. Based on that discussion, and from the
weight of the evidence before it, the Commission believes that
it is appropriate to adopt amendments to the planned unit develop-

ment process,
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Goals of the Revised PUD Process

The planned unit development process ag revised is designed

to achieve the following major purposes:

1.

Establish a process with the maximum degree of flexi-

bility within the Zoning Commission's authority to pro-

mote a better physical environment in the District of

Colunbia, The Commission is committed to a process
which will result in better planning and development

of medium to large size properties in the city, encourge
the maximum amount of creativeity in the design and use
of new and existing buildings and allow for innovative
approaches to development in the District of Columbia,
all within the limits of the Commission's mandate to

zone "not inconsistent with the comprehensive plan"

and in furtherance of the "health, safety, morals,
convenience, order, prosperity or general welfare",

Provide review of projects in a reasonable time frame.

The planned unit development process must provide
applicants with a response to their proposals in a
reasonable time frame, if the development community

is to be encouraged to use the process., The Commission
believes that the regqulations which establish the
process must set forth a clear and unambiguous process,

which can be administered by the Commission in a manner

so as to attract people to use the process.
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Contain reasonable standards for review. The process

as revised and set forth by the Commission must con-
tain reasonable standards against which particular
planned unit development's can be judged. It is essen-
tial that all parties involved, including applicants
and persons in support or opposition, know what is
expected in the process, and know against what standards
individual applications will measured. The process is
designed primarily to achieve a higher quality of
development than is possible under the matter-of-right
zoning, while at the same time assuring adequate pro-
tection to existing or future conditions in the area
which need to be enhanced.

Provide adequate public review. The Zoning Commission

is absolutely committed to the concept of full and
meaningful citizen participation in its deliberations.
The Commission therefore believes that there must be
adequate notice to potential affected persons of
planned unit development cases, and all reasonable
opportunity for involvement must be afforded to those
who are affected by PUD applications, including the

applicant and area residents as well.
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5. Promote mixed uses. The Commission believes that in

appropriate locations, the concept of mixed use develop-
ment is one which should be encouraged in the District
of Columbia. The concept has obvious benefits from
both land utilization and transportation viewpoints.,

The Commission believes that the planned unit develop-
ment process can be an extremely beneficial method of

promoting new mixed use development in the District.

6. Achieve the District's goals on land use, transportation,

housing, environment and historic preservation. The Mayor

submitted to the City Council as part of the comprehensive
planning process, a draft "Bill to establish Goals and Policies
for the District of Columbia" proposed as the first District
element of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital.

The Council gave its first approval to the fill on July 25,
1978, and finally adopted it on September 19, 1978. The Mayor
signed the bill on October 18, 1978, which is now waiting
acting before the Congress and the National Capital Planning
Commission. Many of the goals and policies are relevent to

the Commission's general revision of the Regulations, and speci-
fically to the revisions made to the PUD process. Attached
hereto and made a part hereof are relevant excerpts from the

Goals and Policies element, Specifically, the goals and policies
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adopted by the Council include the following:

Sec. 302 (A) To promote efficient and increased use of
public transit and reduced automobile emissions and

use throughout the city.

Sec. 302(B) To promote land uses that reduce the need for
vehicular trips.

Sec, 452 (C) To promote the continued identification, preser-
vation and use of culturally significant prehistoric
and historic districts, sites, buildings, structures
and objects.

Sec 602 (B) To promote maintenance, conservation and improve-
ment of the City's existing housing in a manner
supporting social and economic diversity within neigh-~
borhoods.

Sec 702(a) To promote the conservation and improvement of
residential neighborhoods for housing and other resi-
dentially related uses.

Sec 702 (H) To provide the development, application and enforce-
ment of adeguate land use controls that reinforce and
help carry out other land use policies.

Sec 802 (C) To promote parking facilities that support and
complement the community activities of the City with
minimum undesirable impacts on adjacent areas,

The further explanation of these goals and policies, as set out
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in the attachment, reinforces the decisions of the Commission in

revising the PUD process.

Scope of Revisions Adopted by Order No. 251

Subsegquent to the Zoning Commission's proposed action in adopting
changes to the PUD Regulations, and prior to final action on
those changes, the Zoning Commission received several cbjections
to some of the changes, primarily based on the lack of adequate
notice for some of the changes. The Commission requested and
received the advise of the Corporation Counsel on that issue.

On advise of counsel, the Commission has limited the effect

of several of the changes which were originally proposed.

First, the new minimum area requirement will apply only to C,

SP and CR Districts. The minimum area recquirements for R, C-=M,
M and W Districts remain unchanged. Second, the height, floor
area ratio and lot occupancy standards for R, C-M, M and W
Districts will not be amended, and will be left unchanged.

These changes are not being adopted in Ordex No. 251 because of
the legal question of notice. The Commission has directed that
these proposed changes be properly scheduled and advertised for

public hearing, in order to receive public comments on them.



Specific Regulations Adopted

In order to achieve the basic purposes outlined above, the

Commission has adopted a new revised Section 7501, setting out

the requirements for filing, processing and considering planned

unit developments. The main features of the revised Regulations

are generally as follows:

1.

The minimum area requirements for a property to be
considered as a PUD in a Commercial, SP or CR District,
shall be 15,000 square feet, with no provisions for
waiver below that level. The former minimum area
requirement of three acres for most districts, one

acre for the higher density districts and approximately
one-half acre for Waterfront Districts, with the
Commission able to waive the minimum area in appropriate
circumstances, will be continued in residential, indus-
trial and waterfront Districts. The Commission set the
minimum area at 15,000 square feet to be able to include
more potential property in the process, to allow for the
process to be applied to smaller in-fill sites in al-
ready developed areas,and to allow the Commission to use
the process to apply the reversionary zoning concept

to zoning cases which might otherwise be considered as
rezoning matters without the control added by the PUD

process,
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The process is a two step-process. An applicant

is required to receive first and second stage
approval from the Zoning Commission, with greater
detail required after the first-stage approval is
granted. The former process was a three-step
process, requiring two approvals from the Zoning
Commission and one from the Board of Zoning Adjust-
ment. The Commission has eliminated the BZA review,
which often was a duplication of materials already
processed by the Zoning Commission.

The applicant may elect to have his project processed
in a consolidated one-step review. The Commission
must agree to such a request, and the applicant is
required to file at the outset all of the material
normally required for both the first and second stage
review, The Commission has deleted the former one-
step review process which applied only to C-3-B and
C-4 Districts where no change of zoning was proposed,
because it was too limited in effect.

Development guidelines regarding height, floor area
ratios, lot occupancy, yards, courts, parking and
loading are established. For height and FAR, the
Commission set out tables of the height and floor area
which were to be normal guidelines. In many cases,

these guidelines are themselves higher than the
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maximum permitted as a matter-of-right. 1In some cases,

the guidelines enable property owners to achieve the

height and/or floor area ratio which applied to the
property prior to the changes adopted by the Commission

as part of the revision to commercial, special purpose and
mixed use districts. In all cases, the Commission can
impose a height or density lower than that specified as the
guideline. To exceed the guidelines in commercial, SP or
CR Districts, the Regulations require that ''the applicant
shall have the burden of demonstrating and justifying the
public henefits and other meritorious aspects of the proposal
which will result" if the additional height or floor area
is approved. It is the intention of the Zoning Commission
to strictly apply the guidelines, and to exceed them only
in exceptional circumstances where an applicant can demon-
strate that the level requested is entirely appropriate

and necessary for the project and will have a positive
effect. As to leot occupancy, yards, courts, parking and
loading, the guidelines specified are the normal require-
ments of the Regulations; the Commission, however, reserves
the option to require greater or lesser standards '"depending

upon the exact circumstances of the particular project.”
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The intent of these proposals is to give the
Commission the maximum flexibility within the
Commission's authority, to enable the Commission
to respond to creative and innovative proposals
within the city and to be able to use the full
measure of the Zoning Regulations to apply to cases
brought under the process.
Pre-filing notice by the applicant is required.
At least ten days before the filing of an appli-
cation, the applicant must give notice of his
intent to file to the Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission in which the property is located and to
all property owners within 200 feet. This is
required in order to give advance notice of the
proposal to affected persons, to give them ade-
quate time to respond to the proposals.
Filing requirements are explicit. The filing
requirements for both the first and second stage
applications have been oconsolidated to fit the
new process.
Specific standards have been included throughout
the process. The Commission has included in a
lengthy preamble a statement of what the process
is intended to do and the goals it is intended to
achieve. An applicant is required to submit a
statement as to how his project measures against
the 1list of goals and objectives, and the
Planning Office referral requirements further specify

the standards against which a project will be judged.
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The time limits for carrying out a project are
specified. An applicant shall have one year

from the date of approval of a first stage appli-
cation to file the second stage. An applicant

has two years to file for a building permit and
three years to start construction after a second
stage final approval. Failure to meet these two
requirements results in the expiration of the
approvals and the reversion of the zoning controls
to the pre-existing conditions.

Minor modifications after final approval may be
made by the Zoning Administrator. The Chief of
the Zoning Regulations Division, Department of
Housing and Community Development, has authority
to approve modifications of up to two per cent in
certain features and up to five feet in the relo-
cation of a building. These modifications were
formerly subject to the approval of the Board of
Zoning Adjustment, which had authority to make
changes of up to five per cent and could relocate
a building anywhere within its lot lines,

Pending applications may be processed under the
prior regulations. A planned unit development
which was filed prior to the effective date of the
revised regulations may continue to be processed
under the old regulation. It may also be processed
under the new regulations, at the option of the

applicant with the approval of the Commission,
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National Capital Planning Commission Review

The proposed text amendment was referred to the National
Capital Planning Commission for the review required by Section
492(2) of the District of Columbia Self-Government and Govern-
mental Reorganization Act, By letter dated December 11, 1978, the
Executive Director of the Planning Commission reported that, at
its meeting of December 7, 1978, the Planning Commission reported
to the Commission that the proposed amendments will not have a
negative impact on the interests or functions of the Federal
Establishment within the National Capital.

CONCLUSION

The Zoning Commission believes that the planned unit develop-
ment process required revision to meet the needs of potential
applicants, interested and affected persons, the Zoning Commission
and the District of Columbia as a whole. The Zoning Commission
believes that it has fully explored the issues raised before it
and that the weight of the entire record of the case supports the
regulations which it has adopted. The Commission believes that the
amendments, adopted by Order No. 251 are in the best interest of
the District of Columbia as a whole and are consistent with the
intent and purposes of the Zoning Regulations and the Zoning Act.

For the reasons stated herein, the Zoning Commission therefore

adopted Order No. 251.

Chairman Executive Director
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This statement of reasons was adopted by the Zoning
Commission at its public meeting held on February 8, 1979
by a vote of 4-0 (Ruby B. McZier, George M. White, Walter
B. Lewis and Theodore F. Mariani to adopt, John G. Parsons
not present, not voting).



Excerpts from Bill 2-237
"pDistrict of Columbia Comprehensive
Goals and Policies Act of 1978"

{Including Commentaries)



pistrict of Columbia Reg

{5ter
25 nov wrr

- 16 -

A1r QuaLiTy

Sec. 301. It is THE GoaL oF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA TO ATTAIN AND MAINTAIN
AIR QUALITY LEVELS SUPPORTING A SAFE, HEALTHY AND SATISFYING ENVIRONMENT IN

ALL PARTS COF THE CITY,

2 1-?&'*
mﬂﬂgem@% :

;’%« &
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to detemnnefwhere»and: when: ‘nationzl, an

g ‘sourcesof. air s :polluntiorn inthe: District. OF Ccolumbia,..tha De—
partments of /Transporctation, Environmental Services, a~d the
Municipal Planning Office must closely coordinate thelz plans,

programs and policies to achleve this goal.
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Sec. 302, Txe PoLicies oF THE DisTRICT oF COLUMBIA TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY SHALL
BE:

(a) To PROMOTE EFFICIENT AND INCREASED USE OF PUBLIC TRANSIT AND REDUCED
AUTOMOBILE EMISSIONS AND USE THROUGOUT THE CITY,

eader:_:%f tm‘:m:reas&fan@ nmna

" T
" e L N b e

(B) To PROMOTE LAND USES THAT REDUCE THE NEED FOR VEHICULAR TRIPS.
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FuLure development efforts chou]d be encouraged to provldn ba;ter and

more prouected accnss to pubiic transporbat1on biLewajs and padastrian

' ways.. Fac1]1t1es ror pedestr1ans and blcyc1es 1n bouh publxc and prz—

'vaue dev lopments are neednd-h The mlx1ng of 1and uses whlch encourageﬁ P
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'a1k1ng €0 dork shopp1ng, recreatwon and othar fac111taes and a n1gher

[

juse of pablxc transportag1on, is d=s1rab] ngroved urban da sxan can

con;r1but= Lo deve1ocm=nt o. such uses ard the v1sua1 cTarity or tﬁé;r.‘ .
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reTuuxoﬂsh1ps.;q_

- - (€) To PROVIDE THROUGH REGULATION: AND_ENFORCEMENT.

CONTROL OF EMISSIONS FROM_STATIONARY SQURCES WITHIN THE

D1strict oF COLUMBIA AND TO PROMOTE_CONTROL IN SURROUNDING
JURISDICTIONS.
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(c) To PROMOTE THE CONTINUED IDENTIFICATION, PRESERVATION AND USE OF

CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC DISTRICTS, SITES, BUILDINGS,
STRUCTURES, AND ORJECTS.

o 'a.;’-:f'fﬂ

faderaF agenct
L Eraa
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soring agencies: prg_’;'g,‘-g,}{;{;_
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" Columbia's Inventory of Historic Sites. presently contains sone 350
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Housing avD Comvui Ty DeveLorvshT

Sec, €01, It 1s vHE Goau oF The DISTRICT oF (oLUMBIA TO HAVE GOOD HOUSING
AT AN AFFCRDABLE COST FOR ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS IN COMANITIES THAT MAVE
ACCESS TO SERVICES, FACILITIES, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET THE RESIDENTS’ NEEDS.

- (r °"--,-’—--q"'ip|—-"‘~m-b AR e e i A R EE R R et ol ._vww-—n-—..-.-....

'Th° hcusing goa1 is a broad v151on of what the city shouid a1m to

.ach.eva through its n0u51nq policies &nd pYOgrams. It is intenden
Lewforts. The goal addres5ﬂs both the need for housing and the:imh~

7adequate Dub}ac services, schso! %, shopping facilities, and athnr :

basic nece5°1t1es of urban Vving. Good housing means bcualng wh1cﬁ:— L
j:s structural]y sound safe sanitary, uncrowded and is <u1+ab1e an G
- tba househnld which occupies it. An.affordable ceet means a Pcst -_“
_wh1ch 2 bousehold ¢an pay and StI!T have suffic.ent funds avawlabie for ;

udequate focd c1uth119, and otna“ nacessities. The Bepar ent of - o

wie -
CIE S UL T S

;.7Houswng and_Connmn1ty DEYETOpﬂent hac the prinary concern wi*h'.hfs

,ffgoai area.ﬁ
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Sec. 602, Tde PoLicies oF THE DisTRICT OF (OLUMBIA TO ACHIEVE GOCD HOUSING SHALL
BE: . . ‘ | ;
(n) To PROMOTE AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF GOOD HOUSING THROUGHOMY THE CITY
1N A PROPORTION THAT REFLECTS THE TYPES AND PRICES MEEDED BY ALL SEGMENTS

OF THE CITY'S POPULATION.

e ¢ et e —— e

The housirg needs in the District are nsct resuricted to any ome .
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-

population zubgroup, but extended acress 11 ssomenis oF the ¢ily's o

1
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ncpulation. In addition to the critical need for more Qtandard
units available to low énd moderate incoms nhoussholds, there is
also a growing'demand Tor upper income housing. The availability
of newly constructed units Tor upper income households may teﬁd to
make more units available for ovser income groups batause of ;he
filter:ng process, At the same time the meximum number of

new units which the City can obt a1n sheuld be .yEC1f1CuIIJ targﬂted N

._‘for1owjncmm residents.. Othex groups, for which houszng should

be specifically earmarked, lnclude the elderly and the handi-

-

capped. Ffurther, measures. are needed tc praserve .
the’existing housing supply. Program are neednd wh1ch vesult in the

upgrading of vacant and substandard units which would ba availabls for

2 range oi income groups. Coupled with the need for additional perma-

nent housing is the need for more facilities which provide emer-

gency shelter for those who are temporary homeless.
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(B) To proMoTE MAINTENANCE, CONSERVATION, AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE
C1Ty’s EXISTING HOUSING IN A MANNER SUPPORTING SOCIAL AND ECONGCMIC DIVERSITY
WITHIN NEIGHBORHOODS.

he]p mamtam the cu1tura'l and econormc dwerS'lty that currently ex1sts

B O e L T R L T T S
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" Re ulatlons -
in manj city ne1ghb0*hoods The city s Housing EL_.‘SeLS‘KTnImu

e 4

. s;andards for h0us1nq cond!*ioq and occupancy. Systawatic and

N ot ""Regulations -
_ even-banded enforcemeﬁt of the Honsina‘cads can‘ﬁé‘heip uI 1n

preserv.ng ex1stnng strucLureé :

.

s “‘---- A s L e ..-1....-. —

These regulations should be con-

tinuously reV1ewed and updated from time to time as

e N

needed.’ In scwe cases owners and 1andlords .

A e et
’

s

; 10n-¢ncome househo]ds._ nctions whihh tend, to decrease the houswng SLES
?5 SUPP1I- hou}d be strongl} discouraged The 1ssuance of deno11tior '
?Brmits :or struc ura]]y sound reswdenbial bu11d1ngs shOJTd be'made

o on1y cn assurances that sper‘f1ed historic preservaLTOn. Flnancxal

r and a.ternative use cr1ter1a have been cons1dered and met

e mmmeds T el Wt e aerm el e il N - e .

) To PROVIDE A PRIORITY USE OF PURLIC FUNDS FOR HOUSING TO INCREASE HOUSING FOR
LOW-INCOME AND MODERATE”INCO“E HOdSEHOLDS THF’OUuHOUI' THE stmta.

- - R R T

.he pr1vate sector, the high cost af hous1ng makes pr1vate1y coﬁ—ﬂJ §:;J,u%
structured new or rehab111;ated hous1ng prob1b1t1veTy expensmve“}q” :
5 forA}ower income groups. The pub11c sector must try to f11] this l;lf
dap' fhrough direct.aétion and the use of housing Subsldj programs- '
P to tne extent they are available. The need is many times the-rﬁmber | ﬁt?t
., of un1ts Leirg funded under current Fedaral programs. aaitlna 11:t5-.
for sub57d1zed ocve]opments are Teng and vacancies rarely occar.
The city should work vigoreusly to make its housing needs known to.

the Faederal Government in an effert to increase the level af Federal

funding. &t the same time efforts should te made to increase the
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USE OF LAND RESOURCES

Sec. 701, It 15 THE GoAL OF THE DiSTRICT OF (OLUMBIA TO HAVE EFFICIENT USE OF
LAND RESOURCES WITHIN LEGAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER PUBLIC POLICY CONSTRAINTS
TO MEET NEIGHBORHOOD, COMMUNITY AND CITY-WIDE NEEDS, AND HELP FOSTER OTHER CITY
GOALS. ' . |

& ‘
_ex1st3ng patterns-are he resu]t ‘of the: ccmplex 1nteract1on of a:

;\b -..-‘,

ar1ety of soczaT.and economié,forces reguiated by contro1s enac.

rf

,OUU peopie' as the.center of grow1ng metropolll

Rk Mt LR LR

Sty

The Hun1c1p31 Planning 0ff1ce and the D1str1ct of Columb1a }

factors.‘

Zon1ng Comn1ssvon have pr1mary respons1b111t1es in thlS goa] area
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Sec, 702, Tue PoLicies oF THE DISTRICT oF COLUMRIA TO ACHIEVE THE EFFICIENT
USE OF LAND RESOURCES SHALL BE:

(A} To PROMOTE THE CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF RESIDENTIAL
NE IGHBORHOODS FOR HOUSING AND OTHER RESIDENTIAU_Y-—RELATED USES,

e RN
"-‘““.’\-’“"

few*are&s arﬁmphysically:deterlorated and present]y may s

* and-fﬁnct1ons cf the ne1ghborhood Such uses 1nc1ud° certa1n 1nappro~ f

1;pr1ate conmercnal, lndustrﬁai, 1nst1tut10na1, public or other uses

"7wh1ch could substank\aT-yfchange and in some cases, downgrade the o

T res1dent1a1 quaT1t1es of the area. Hays must be found to m1t1gate

these effects,-ta protect or buffer re31dent1a1 aress so they reta1n

R R e T IR L T

or rega1n the1r stab111ty, and to ba?ance devalepment and conserva-

-
»

R

t1on needs. Ex1 ng zoning regulations may nsed revision to assuyre tha

. o Rals}
d=sired halance. L2038




District of ColumBia. Reglster

85 Nov w7

- 1Y -

(8) To PROMOTE APPROPRIATE COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL AND RELATED D"VELOPMENT

TO SERVE THE ECONOMIC NEEDS OF THE CITY AND ITS NEIGHBORHOODS.
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‘Both new and ex1st1ng nE1ghborhood
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ntroduce env1ronmenta1hamen1-
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neighborhood 1mpacts The amount of 1ndustr1a11y used Tand 1n the‘c1ty is

small; the c1ty has'lost magor portlons of employwent espec1ally que ;?;j g
. ,,};

col]ar employment, in many cormerc1a1 and 1ndusur1a1 areas. Vacant

1and vacant bu11d1ngs and obso]escent fac111t1es are often typzcal
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(D) TO PROVIDE SUITABLE LOCATIONS FOR CHANCERIES

AND INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES WHICH FACILITATE THEIR

OPERATIONS IN HARMONY WITH THE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT

AND NEEDS OF COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS.

In identifving locations for chanceries which

are the offices of foreign governments accredited

to the United States, certain needs and concerns

must be taken into account. The locations must

be suitable and the facilities must be édequate

to the function. It is important that

special care be taken to protect residential

areas.,

As far as possible, chanceries should be en-

couraged to locate in commercial and mixed use

areas, rather than in residential areas.

Those that do locate in designated residential

areas shbuld be subject to aposroovriate reviews

to avoid adverse neighborhood impacts. Those

locations should be in accord with the zoning texts

a

and maps of the District of Columbia adonted by the

D.C. Zoning Commission, and should not be inconsistent

with the Foreign Missions and International Agencies

(Federal) Element of the Comprehensive Plan adooted

by the National Capital Planning Conmission. Such

matters as landscaning, screening, oZf-street parking,
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traffic circulation, environmental protection, and

historic preservetion should be examined to assure

with the neighborhood. o ]
compatibility/ Approoriately, this is a function of

the Board of zZoning Adjustment which receives reports

from the Executive agencies with responsibilitv for

-

such matters.

International agencies should be encouraged to locate in

commercial and mixed use areas, preferably commercial

areas in the central area of the District.

Embassies as the residences of the Ambassador as

distinct from chanceries may locate in any areas

where residential uses are pernitted. Combined

embassy/chanceries should be regulated as chanceries.

Close working relationships between the District's

zoning authorities and the Department of State are

essential to assure compliance with apolicable

zoning'anq building codes and to facilitate the

enforcement of other relevant local laws.
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() To PROVIDE THE DEVELOPMENT, APPLICATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF ADEQUATE
LAND USE CONTROLS THAT REINFORCE AND HELP CARRY QUT OTHER LAND USE

POLICIES.

:.~‘ TR SO RN I
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ﬂd arrjﬂou p711c1es must be assesseddunder the - Home

_..‘ g

'variety of fac111t1es and servxces 1n var1ous ways.' Transportat1on,

ce . , .‘;;'c_'

_‘c011ect1on water suppTy and sewerage ava11ab111ty, gas and electrzc supp11es, ;

school capacatIes, recreat}on fac1?1t1es healbh and suc1a] serv1ce facu?zt:es,;

v e

and energy ut111t1es are among those 1mpac;ed. Shopp1ng goods and serv1ce s

movements and emergency serv1ces shou]d a]so be c0n51dered The ava11ab111ty,

L2215
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. and effects on effIciency. of these fac111t1es and serv1ces have 1mp]1-; ; -;é

cat1ons for a1r qua11ty water'use, sewage flows noise Teve]s,'

"‘-‘.-.r:'. e ')-' «‘-: .

energy'conserVIng conf1g rat
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TITLE VII - TRANSPORTATIOH

Sec. 800 ConTeNnTS

Sec. 801, GoaL rFor TRANSPORTATION OF PECPLE
Sec, &02. Poricies FOR TRANSPORTATION OF PeoPLE

A, PUBLIC TRANSIT
B, PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION
C. PARKING FACILITIES

Sec. 811, GoaL For Goops AND SERVICES [MOVEMENTS
Sec, 812, PoLicies For Goops AND Services MovEMENTS

A, FREIGHT TERMINALS
B, SYSTEMS AND SCHEDULES OF GOODS AND SERVICES DELIVERY

L4216
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TrRANSPORTATION OF PEQPLE
Sec, 801, IT 1s THE Goal oF THE DisTRICT OF COLUMBIA TO ASSURE THE MOVEMENT

OF ALL RESIDENTS, WORKERS, AND VISITDES THROUGHCUT THE CITY TO SUPPORT THE
EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF ALL CITY ACTIVITIES.

of Transportatwn has 'maJor'res'pons*ib?htzes in tms area. . S

N v e .. . A o
A SO STty S S S S U RN - cen ! i s T e

R ]

Sec, 802. Tue PoLicies oF THE DisricT oF COLWBIA TO ACHIEVE THE EFFECTIVE
TRANSPORTATION OF PEOPLE SHALL BE:

L217
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(A) To PROMOTE THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE USE OF PUBLIC TRANSIT FOR TRIPS
WITHIN THE CITY.

e g

T

P Y

¢
i_‘,_’. for Varmus types of transw needs- Ma,}or waterways could a'l so be )
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(8) To ENCOURAGE THE MOST EFFICIENT USE OF PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION,

o g et % s s i e gy e P—r—n—-mwm—w ._...,.u.q,.-,.. e s u---»,_.......___,_.,,‘

R

P

At T o Y T A S BT ¢

\”gznglqde' ‘more. accesswb]e"nd

.:and siuning,

i use of one—way street systems, aux111ary turn1ng 1anes, curb adJustments, ;
' A T T
: -bus Ioad1ng bays traf?ic d1verters channeIzzat1on, (such as at Un1on —
} Stat1on) el1m1nataon of street park1ng on some major arteries and : ;

N S UG U D AU VLD USRI ST A S o
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(¢} To PrROMOTE PARKING FACILITIES THAT SUPPORT AND COMPLEMENT THE COMMUNITY
ACTIVITIES OF THE CITY WITH MINIMUM UNDESIRABLE IMPACTS ON ADJACENT AREAS,

n

T add1t1ona1 78 000 spaces are~10cated 1n the remaxnder of the cen*fa]i;

e

< 'area, over 18 000 of these are'Federa1 spaces. An urgent nee ex1sts
for 0vera]1 mun1c1pa1 and Federa1 programs to enhance city policies

of support for mass trans1t to 1mprove air quality, to ba]ance street
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veh1cu1ar capac1ty w1th park1ng'ava11ab111ty, to n1n1ﬂlze congest1onn

~

. and to encourage econom1c vxtallty A sound parklng p011cy to achleve 'f;-

: use, energy and a1r qua11ty agenc1es. Recenu proposed 1mproveoents 1n the

enforcemant of parklng and trafflc procedures cou1d have major favorab1e -‘:
impacts, a]though~th91r effect1veness may depend in part on the cooperat:on .

. ,:--..

of other area Jur1sd1ctrons. Improved park1ng and automobile 11cens1ng
procedures and rev1s1on of zonlﬂg regu?at1ons could result 1n better

traff1c movement, 1mproved cond1t1ons for economic growth in conmerc.al areas,
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